ife	THE AGE OP REASON
Every one went to Venice, though some only because of the
Carnival; but there were many things which appealed to people
besides that.
Veneticiy Venetia,
Chi non ti vede non ti pretia,
says the schoolmaster in Love's Labour's Lost.1 The ancient
State was in decline, but it still had a certain political grandeur
on account of its extent and solidarity, as well as on account
of its historic past. It had grown up, in adverse circumstances,
through the vigour and enterprise of its inhabitants,
From dirt and seaweed as proud Venice rose.2
A prudent Government still maintained the State in position.
The Republic of Venice covered the north-east plain of Italy
as far westward as the river Adige, and southward to the river
Po, containing the provinces of Padua, Vicenza, Verona,
Brescia, Bergamo, Crema, with the sub-Alpine districts of
Rovigo, Friuli, Trevigiana, Feltre, Belluno, and Cadore. To
the east, on the Adriatic littoral, it had Istria (but not Trieste,
which was Austrian) and Dalmatia; Cattaro, Butrint6, Praga,
Prevesa, and Vonizza, in Albania; the Ionian islands Corfu,
Paxo, Santa Maura; also the J£gean islands of Cephalonia,
Zante, the Strophades, and Cerigo. At the end of the seven-
teenth century down to the great Turkish War of 1715-18 the
Republic had also held the whole of the Morea or Peloponnese,
but it lost this at the Peace of Passarowitz, in 1718. The total
population of the Republic in the eighteenth century was
about three million; the exact figure in 1797 at the extinction
of the Republic was 2,921,011.3 The population of the city
of Venice remained throughout the century fairly uniformly
about the figure of 137,000.
, Politically the Republic was well managed, in an old-
fashioned way, completely aristocratic. The electorate was
the Great Council, consisting of the whole Patriciate, or body
of nobles. The list or book of the nobility, called the Libra
1 Act iv, Scene 2.	* Alexander Pope, Essay on Man, line 292.
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